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EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE DISPOSITION: 
DEPUTY ARMANDO AREVALO 

DEPUTY WILLIAM CORDERO 
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On April 12, 2008, at approximately 1551 hours, Deputies Armando Arevalo and 
William Cordero shot Suspect Fernando Cortez, Jr. while trying to disarm the suspect 
of his revolver. 


Deputies Arevalo and Cordero were’ when Deputy Arevalo 
received a cellular phone call from the f Suspect Cortez. =: Arevalo had 


previously provided his personal cellular phone number to the as one of many 
store owners, as a contact number regarding any gang problems. The 
indicated that his [JSuspect Cortez, was inside a small market which the 
owned, located across the street from Deputy A rova o's MR The 
informed Deputy Arevalo that his IE] Suspect Cortez, had a handgun in his 
possession. 


Deputies Arevalo and Cordero entered the market and contacted the suspect. The 
deputies instructed the suspect to take a kneeling position and he complied. As the 
deputies tried to search the suspect, he tried to rise to his feet. As Deputy Arevalo 
grabbed onto Suspect Cortez’ left shoulder, Suspect Cortez immediately turned 
around and threw several punches at Deputies Arevalo and Cordero. In an attempt 
to break free from Deputies Arevalo and Cordero, Suspect Cortez pulled himself 
backwards, and he knocked items off the shelves. 


Suspect Cortez dropped his left hand into the left front pants pocket. Deputy Arevalo 
saw Suspect Cortez gripping onto something while pulling it out of his pocket. 
Deputy Arevalo yelled out to Deputy Cordero,“Gun, gun, gun!” He then told Deputy 
Cordero to release Suspect Cortez because he, Deputy Arevalo, was firing. When 
Suspect Cortez retrieved a loaded .32 caliber revolver from his left pants pocket, 
Deputies Arevalo and Cordero, fearing for their lives, each fired once, striking the 
suspect. 
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Suspect Cortez sustained two gunshot wounds to the upper torso. He was 
pronounced dead at the location. The suspects weapon, a .32 caliber revolver, was 
recovered from the scene. 


On February 18, 2010, the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; 
and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 


MPP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MPP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 
the force used by Deputy Armando Arevalo Bas reasonable and necessary 
and in compliance with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MPP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 
the force used by Deputy William Cordero fas reasonable and necessary 
and in compliance with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by all personnel in this incident were within Department Policy. 


SAA 
Zaa A 


Eric B.’Smith, Commander 
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Los Ar les County Sheriffs Depz “nent 
Officer Involved Shooting 


Report Date: Bureaw/Station/Facility ‘Main: Wired? Hit? 
01-15-10 OHS/OSS nose) "e D 
URN: 008-80490-2199-013 04-12-08 kizazi 1753 hours 
[City oF Station: Los Angel Nature of Incident Deputies rocvd info that a male possibly armed with gun 
os Angeles inside a store. Upon contacting suspect, he resisted, then hit both deputies 
Location: 1526 East 92nd Street with fists. When susp reached into pocket, partially removing a handgun, 
"El Ranchito Market" both deputies each fired one round at susp, killing him. 
Location Type Lighting (circle orty one). Incident Two (circle one or more): Initiated by (circle only one): 
(circle one or more). BAA Accidental t Warrant 
Backyard s Aired Perad ED 
Business Other Foot Pursuit 
Street Lights One Person Unit 
Freeway igl Gun Take Away Othor 
Industrial Movina Vehicle Search Warrant 
Park Weather (circle only one): ‘Sniper‘Ambush Two Person Unk 
Parking Lot Ciia > Startle 
Residence Cloudy Eso pons 
Rural Fog Traffic Stop 
School Rain Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
Sueet Unintentional Other 
Distanca: Vehicle Pursuit 
Other: Warrant Service e—a 
Tolali #of Shots Fired by Dapuly | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect Wi 
ering Shot Aero Unit? [ ] Canine Unit? [J 


Employee Witnesses io SS ennen 
FirstName MI. |Shififime (circle only one): 

EM PM Day 
Tasi Name FirstName M. | ShiftTime (ereta oniy one} 
fe ee 


0 
Last Name FirstName MI |ShiffTime (circle only one): 
EN PM Day 


Employee # Last Name 


Regular Overtime 
RIA Type (circle only ore). 
Regular Overtime Of Duty | 
ShiftType (circle only on 
Regular Overtime 


Employee # 


Employee # 


mo Non-Employee Witnesses 


Last Name na First Name Weil MI 
MI 


Street Addra: City Zip 
Last Name O] First Name TI 
earn M — 


Tast Name [= First Name Mi 
Sree AG tiy Zip 
(circte one or more): 
Employee # Last Name MI On bub Witness to shooting 
Chavez E Present during shooting Invotved in shooting 
Employee # Tasi Name Ml |Teirele one or more). 
On buy > Witness to shooting 
Duerr J. | Present during shooting Involved in shooting 
Employee # Last Name First Name MI, 


i : : =o ‘Watch Commander =: 22 < 
Emps LastName First Name MI. 
= Hebert Kevin E 
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Officer Involved Shooting | URN: 
i 2 cf 5 
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Employee H First 
NanClay 
Employeo # Last Name Firat 
Grote NarDinah aa S 
Employee # Last Nama Fo, Mi 
Flores NarDavid 


KAKA 
Method Ti ji ji 
Type of injui Body Part Injured 
(AW) Awen (OV) Other Weapon: Vehicle de ra v ry dy A $ 
(BC) Baton:(Control) (08) Other Weapon: Blunt Object oe eng Ya. Aon 
(B)  Saton:(Impaci) (00) Other Weapon: Other (eR), | o ARYA 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: FeetLeg: (Kick) @U) Bum AR) Arm 
(CN) Canine (PS) Personel Weapon: FeevLeg: (Sweep) (CP) Complisint of Pain (BK) Back 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) (CO) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (OH) Death {CH} Chest 
(CT) Control Holds:(Controf Techniques) (PO) Persona! Weapon (Other) {01} Disiecation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (0B) Dog Bite (FA) Face 
(TD) Control Hotds:(Tekedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
(CE) Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (ES) Gunshot {FI} Fingers 
(OC) Cheinival Ayents (OC Spray) (HB) -Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) QB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (TP) Restraint Device Hobble (TARP) ÜC)  Laceralions IGR) Groin 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Belt (ND) Nere Damage (HD) Hand 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (2D) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(ER) Firearm (Rife) (SH) Shield GA) Paay HH 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgur) (SG) 37mm Stinger PW) Puncture Wound IN ternal 
(FO) Firearm (Othor) {S8) Sting Ball TWI. aaa WN) intern 
(FB) Flashbang (ST) Stun Beg (80) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
{FU Flashiight GR Taser {ST) Sprain/Twiste (LE) Leg 
Other Weapon: Edged Uncooperative (UN) Unconscious wi Neck 
g outder 
(3M) Retused Med Treaiment (WR) Wrist 
Iver Johnson 
(BN) Benel (WE) Jennings (RO) Rossi NN) NONE 
(BR) Bereta QO) Lorcin {SW} Smith & Wesson 
(BW) Browning (LU) Luger (SR) Sturm Ruger 
(CH) Charter Arms (MA) Marlin (ST) Stering Caliber 
(CO) Colt (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus: a 
(DA) Davis Industries (NC) NClakasKS (WE) Weatherby (9) 9mm (24) .243 caliber (41) .410 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) NorthAmerican (WN) Winchester (1) aaee CO Arhat AA Aea 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12 guage (30) .30Bcaiber (45) .45caliber 
(H) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20) 20 guage (36) S67 ar a (50). SOmm 
fig) a (RM) Remington 009 Homemade Nordomate) [f Zo catber (38) calor (WN) Omer cater 
Ka (RG), “RS eh Oe eee) (25) “223calber (40) dO caliber 
FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 
Used By Used Against Method Brand | Caliber Wea? pauthorized | Type of injury | Body Part 
r 
({E# or St) (E# or S#) (Code) (Code) (Code) (YIN) (YIN) (Code) (Code) 
S E#1 PH BR AR 
S E#2 PH AB AR 
E#1 S CT NN 
E#2 S CT . NN JJ! 
sS E#1, E#2 FH HA 32 NN 
EH S FH BR 9 Y X, DH AR 
E#2 S FH BR 9 Y. wA DH HE 
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SUPPLEMEN AL NON-EMPLOYE! WITNESSES 
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Last Namel First Nem M 
Streel Adress z Wak Ph 


T wA E A 


Last Name a Eist Neme 
Sirasi Address Zip Cate Work Ph Fome Ph 
ET TE E aa ama SS ESS BT FEE EY 2 FET 

Last Name First Name co 

Seat Address Zip Cate Work Ph Home Ph 
TOS SR wai ST OE TOTS 
‘LastName First Name NI. 

Breet Address Zip Goce Wok Ph Fome Ph 
a SS SEO 
Last Name First Name MT 

Saat Address Tip Cote Work Ph Home Ph 
SE RIS IR TRE ST TE IE TT TTT STOTT ES 
Last Name Fisi Name NI. 

Sreet Adress ip Cote Work Pa Fome Ph 


SLD EA SST Se SE E S MAZE I ya Wa Tani ama saaa, 


Last Name First Name MI 


iroot Address ip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name 


First Name 


treet Address 00 Work Ph lome 


REE pa ET EE SRE STI 


Last Name First Nane Mi. 
reei Address ip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
AA EAEE PE a ST R E 
Last Name First Name Mi. 
Sireci Address Zip Toto Work Ph Home Ph 


TS AS SS E E E E EE A KE HI SE Si ANABEBWA OT 


Last Name First Name Mi. 
Sireci Address Zip Cote Wark Ph Home Ph 
STEE ST Se eB Ee E E A EEEE 
Last Name First Name M. 
Sreet Address Zip cove Work Ph Home Ph 
T A a SP E REEE ESEA 
Last Name First Name MT 
Sweet Address Zip Cote Work Ph Home Ph 
EATE EE Ba REE 
Last Name First Name M. 


Sie Address Zip Cade Work Ph Home Ph 


FSS EE EE TS 
Last Name First Name MI. 


Street Address Zip Cote Work Ph Fome Ph 


Sex: Race: 


M H 


i Officer Involved Shooting. 
Involved Employee Information 


LastName 


Arevalo 
Rank | Unit Assignment 
DSG | OSS/GET 


URN: 


First Name 
Armando 


[Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, ete.): 
210G18 


[ShiATime (circle only ore): 


eM Dey 


Shitlype (chrele only one} 


Overtime Of Duty 


IntoxicationDrug Usage? |) 


Subsiance Used: 


Age Height: 


Weight: Plain Clothes w Vest UrifomnoVest 


Reid Jacke! no Vest Uniform w vesi 


Hospita Admission? C} | Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [C] Coroner Cane # interviewes? [X] 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: | Du ui [Clothing (circte only one): Other Factors: y 
7 Plain Clothes no Ves Reid Jacke! w Vest 


5 
Range Qualification Dale: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


08" 160 
|__| 


Certification Unit 


Laser Training Date: 


Number of Prior 


[Diraoted Foroe: 


Torild with Woapor Pavol Coriicaton? Prior Shootings? 
Used? jo 9? DX) | Shootings: 1 
Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots 
Brand: Beretta 9mm 1 Brand: 
Field Training Officer Emp ast Nar First Wa | MJ. 
Fed Training Officer Emp # LastName FirstName’ Mi 
Employoo| Last Name FirstName MI. 
E 2 Cordero William R. 
Sex: Rank TUnt Assignment Work Assignment (Unit A Modula, es.) 


DSG OSS/GET 


Intoxication’Daug Usage? [_]} 


Substance Used: 


210G18 


Coroner Case? (7) 


Coroner Case # 


| Interviewed? [X] 


[Clothing (circfe oniy one}: 


Other Factors: 


Plain Glothes no Vest Raid Jackel w Vest 
Plain Clothes wi Vest Uniform no Vest 
517" 180 | Raid Jacke: novest < Uniform w Vest > 
z PPC Qualification Date: Traini 
Range Qualification Date: 02.28.08 ‘Qualification 03-12-07 Laser Training Date: ire 
Certified with Woap Patrol Certification’ Certification Unit: Prior Shootings’ e st Cr Directed Force: 
Used? Shootings: 
Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots | Weapons Fired Caliber # Shots 
Brand: Beretta 9mm 1 | Brand: 
Field Training Officer Emp. KO “<a First ba M.I. | | 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name FirstName Mil. 
e | Employee# Last Name First Name MI 
Sex; Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. ): 
Shime (elrele only one). | Shit ype (circle oniy one): per A Substance Used 
EM PM Day Regular Overtime Ofi Duty | Moxication/Drug Usago” 
jit Coroner Case # 
Hospital Admission? [ } | Hospital Name Coroner Case? [C] Interviewed? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting | Duty Time (rs) [Clothing (eireto only one); Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jackel wi Vest 
Age: Height: Weight Plain Clothes wi Vest Uniform no Vest 
Raid Jackei no Vest Ualfomn w Vest 


Range Qualification Date: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 
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Certified with Weapon Patio! Certificaton? [—] | Certification Urit | Prior Shootings? Number of Prior Directed Force: 
Used? Shootings: 

‘Weapons Fired Caliber F Shots | ‘Weapons Fired Caliber #Shols 
Brand: Brand: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name FirstName MT 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name FirstName MA 


Officer Involved Shooting ; 
Suspect Information 


urn: 008-80480-2199-013 


Pae 50 5 
Last Name First Ne MI. 
sí | Cortez, Jr. sineme Fernando 
AKA Last Name FirstName MI 
Lil Fernie 
Sex Race: TES Adi ai 
M H bid 
— |" WA 
‘Age: 0.0.8. „Weight FSA one 
21 10-16-86 5 06 120 aa 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case # 5 Substance Used; A ; 

Coroner Case? [XX] Intoxication‘Drug Usage? [5 Methamphetamine, cocaine 

Armed? Apprehended? | Menti ness? [_] Criminal History? 
Vehicle Meke Model: Year: 

fg | Last Name FirstName Mi 

AKA Last Name FirstName T MI. 

Sex. Race Street Address City z Stale & Zip Cove. 
Work Phone: Home Phone | Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

‘Age: 068. Height: Weight: | Fol # chet 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge 

# è 5 

Gororer Case? [C] Coroner Case | 1ntoxscotonDruc Usage? [—] Substance Used: 

Ameo [| Apprenendes? | | | meniat ness? [ ] Griminat History? 
Vehicle Make Model Year 

S| bast Name FirstName M, 
AKA Lasi Name FirstName MAL 
Sex Race: | Street Adaress City & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security # Driver's License # 

Age 008. Height: Weight: Far cur 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 

Coroner Case? Coroner ona F | Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance User 
‘Armed? ‘Apprehendes? | tenial tines? | ] Criminal History? 

Vehicle Make Model Year: 

51 Last Name FirstName MA 
AKA Last Name FirstName Mi 
Sox Race: Street Address: City Siale & Zip Codē: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: ‘Social Security # Driver's License #: 

‘Age: DO. 71 Height Weight: a che 
Booking # Primary Charge’ ‘Secondary Charge: 
EO Coroner Case # | Taleal esque Substance Used: 
Armed? | | Apprehended? T Men! lines? |_| Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Woosh Year: 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


STEVE COOLEY > District Attorney JANICE MAURIZI o Director 
JOHN SPILLANE 0 Chief Deputy District Attorney 
CURTIS A. HAZELL o Assistant District Attorney 


March 25, 2009 


Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Re: J.S.i.D. # 08-0235 . 
L.A.S.D. # 008-80490-2 199-013 d 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the April 12, 2008, fatal shooting of Femando Cortez, $r., by Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department (LASD) Deputies Armando Arevalo and William ; 
Cordero. We find that Deputies Arevalo and Cordero acted lawfully in self-defense and defense 
of another. 


The foliowing analysis is based upon the reports submitted to this office on September 12, 2008, 
by Detectives Michael Valento and Todd Anderson of the LASD, Homicide Bureau. The 
District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of this incident at 8:24 p.m. on April 12, 2008. 
The District Attorney Response Team, consisting of Deputy District Attorney Christian Gullon 
and Senior — A notified by the Command Center and responded 
immediately to the scene. They were given a bricfing and a “walk-through” of the scene by 
investigators. Deputies Arevalo and Cordero gave voluntary stetements which were reviewed 
and considered in our analysis. 


FA AL ANALYSIS 

On April 12, 200%, at approximately 5:51 pm., Deputies Armando Arevalo and William Cordero 
were in full uniform assigned to the Century Station Gang Enforeement Detail. While contacting 
a pedestrian at E. 92 Street in Los Angeles, Arevalo receiv eda telephone call from 
ale to come tol 


ct because ise emando 


Clara Shortridae Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

WEBSITE: http://da.co.la.ca.us 
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Cortez, Jr., was possibly under the influence of drugs, threatening nis onc armed with a 
gun, He provided Arevalo with a description of what DE ves wearing. 


Arevalo and Cordero drove their patrol car across the street to the market. They entered the store 
and immediately noticed Fernando Cortez, Jr. standing near the end of the line of customers 


waiting to pay for their items. The deputies approached and asked hinto turn around and kneel 
in order to conduct a pat down search for weapons. 


Cortez, Jr., began complying by turning around and beginning to kneel. He then quickly turned 
and began punching the deputies. Cortez, Jr. had his right hand in a cast. The deputies began to 
struggle with him in the narrow aisle of the market. The deputies ordered him to stop resisting 
several times. Cortez, Jr. continued to strike the deputies and reached dewn with his left hand 
and opened a pocket on his left pants leg. Cortez, Jr. tried to remove a aragi trom his pants 
leg pocket. 


Arevalo saw the gun and yelled to Cordero. Arevalo believed he was about to be shot and fired 
one round from his department issued weapon. Cordero also believed be was about to be shot 
and fired one round from his weapon. Cortez, Jr. was struck once in the right arm and once in 
the left neck. He released the gun and fell to the floor. Cordero recovered the handgun from 
Cortez, Jr.’s pants leg pocket. Emergency medical personnel were @lHed to the scene. Cortez, 
Jr. was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics. | 


On April 14, 2008, Deputy Medical Examiner Ajay J. Panchal, M.D. of the Los Angeles County 
Coroner’s Office conducted an autopsy on the body of Fernando Cortez, Jr, Dr. Panchal ascribed 
Taylor’s death to a gunshot wound to the neck received on Apri] 12, 2008. The toxicology 
report indicated measurable amounts of codeine, cocaine, marijuana, and methamphetamines. 


CONCLUSION 


According to the law in California, the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of 
others is justifiable if the person claiming the right to use self-defense actually and reasonably 
believed (1) that be or she or the person who he or she was defending was in imminent danger of 
death or great bodily injury, and (2) that it was necessary under the circumstances to use deadly 
force to avoid such imminent death or great bodily injury. California Jury Instructions --- 
Criminal 5.12 et. seq. 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that Fernando Cortez, Jr., was in possession 
of a handgun, was net complying with the deputies’ commands, and tried to draw the weapon 
e deputies. Cortez’s actions placed Deputies Arevalo and Cordero in 

ai bodily injury. 
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We find that the deputies’ response with deadly force was reasonable under the circumstances in 
lawful self-defense and defense of another. Therefore, we are closing our file and will take no 
further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COCLEY 
District Attorney 
à { = Q 
By 4 = 
y LenS SN 


CHRISTIAN GULLON 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3880 


c: Deputy Armando Aculo 
Deputy William Cordero 


